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MUTUALLY	ASSURED	DESTRUCTION	
LOGLINE	 

In this timely documentary, neuroscientist and former hacker, Moran Cerf, investigates the dangerous crossroads of 
crisis decision-making and nuclear weapons. Moran uncovers how Mutually Assured Destruction has a fatal flaw: 
humans are not rational. Could Artificial Intelligence help solve the problem?  

SUMMARY	 

A nuclear attack without warning is the ultimate nightmare of every world leader: minutes to respond, millions of 
lives at stake, and ambiguous information driving one critical choice made by an irrational human brain that could 
end the world...  

For almost a century, global peace and security has been maintained by Deterrence Theory: if one country attacks 
with nuclear weapons, then its enemy will respond in kind, and the result will be Mutually Assured Destruction. But 
does this logical mechanism guarantee a safe future? Can one irrational person, unforeseen accident, or technological 
fluke ignite the end of humanity?  

Professor Moran Cerf, recipient of the prestigious Carnegie Nuclear Research Grant, takes us behind the scenes and 
into the command centers, think-tanks, and silos where the world’s nine nuclear armed countries could decide to end 
humanity. Moran explores the debates behind the use of these doomsday weapons, innovations in behavioral decision-
making, and potential for autonomous wars. What are the global strategies created to deter leaders from engaging in 
devastating conflicts – and how likely will those protocols fail?  

In conversations with secretaries of defense, missileers and submarine commanders, NSA and CIA directors, 
behavioral scientists, historians, physicists, A.I. engineers, and nuclear weapons experts, Moran exposes us to the thin 
fabric of flawed reasoning that encompasses Deterrence Theory, and the new technologies that hold the potential to 
save us, or lead to our demise.  

Discover the hidden stories, accidents, and near-misses that almost led to nuclear Armageddon, the decision- making 
cultures of each nuclear-bearing nation, as well as insights into the very recent war in Ukraine that has triggered a new 
nuclear standoff fueled by terrifying emerging technologies. Can Deterrence still be counted on?  

Moran uncovers how fallible the current system is due to the assumption that the human brain is capable of rational 
thinking during high-risk-low-probability events. Ultimately, by challenging how we think of humans as optimal 
decision-makers, Moran explores whether Artificial Intelligence could save us from ourselves. Could thinking 
machines help solve the problem, or would they evolve into the horrifying adversaries that Hollywood movies often 
portray?  

MUTUALLY	ASSURED	DESTRUCTION	is a film that addresses one of the most critical risks 
in human history and the role it plays in the delicate balance of world power. Carl Sagan once quipped, “The nuclear 
arms race is like two sworn enemies standing waist deep in gasoline,” arguing who has more matches. Moran Cerf 
helps us see our world from a new perspective, with the hope of harnessing the advances in human thinking. A 
future where humans and machines merge their skills to solve the most difficult problem in the world:  

How to think and live. 
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